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PRESERVING:  ■ FAMILY FARMS  ■ SOIL  ■ SCENIC VIEWS

■ RIVERS & STREAMS  ■ CULTURAL SITES  ■ SCENIC BYWAYS 

■ GROUND WATER  ■ RURAL CHARACTER

Clarke County Easement News

Quarterly newsletter published by the Clarke County Conservation Easement Authority 
dedicated to preserving properties with natural, cultural or scenic resources worthy of protection

Do you own a working farm in Clarke? Do you have any building rights (DURs) you are 
willing to retire? Could you use a tax credit or benefit from the sale of one?

The Authority Wants YOU!
If you answered YES to any of these questions, you 

may be eligible to receive compensation—cash or tax 
credits—in exchange for putting your land in permanent 

conservation easement. 

Three Ways to Apply
l Purchase–Option A You have limited income and own 
a working farm of a minimum of 30 acres that possesses “prime 
soils” (based on Natural Resource Conservation Service criteria.) If 
so, you may qualify for an easement purchase with funds drawn 
from the Federal Farm and Ranchland Purchase Program. 
     The purchase offer is based on an appraisal that includes the 
location and size of the property, number of Dwelling Unit Rights, 

and resource conservation 
values such as streams 
and rivers, wildlife and 
woodland.
     Last year the county 
used Farm and Ranchland 
funds to purchase 
easements on three 
properties. The purchases 
ranged from $93,000 
to retire one DUR on 43 
acres to $715,000 to retire 
five DURs on 204 acres.

l Easement Purchase—Option B If you have 
building rights (DURs) to retire, the Authority may be willing 
to purchase them—for as much as $40,000 per DUR—with 
funding coming jointly from the Virginia Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services and the county. Once 
again, the price will be determined by a combination of 
income level and the conservation value of your land. 
     In addition, you may qualify for state tax credits as well as 
federal and state tax deductions through this program. 
     Four easements have been recorded using this option.  
[An additional four were closing at press time.] Property sizes 
ranged from ten to 133 acres. The smallest payment was 
$25,000 for one DUR; the largest, $240,000 for six DURs.

l Donation If you don’t qualify for the Easement purchase 
program, consider an easement donation. There is cash 
available for these through the sale of state tax credits as well 
as state and federal tax deductions.
     Over 40 property owners—who did not want to see the 
land they love lost or destroyed by development—have put 
their land in permanent easement via donation through the 
Authority since its founding in late 2002. 

Ready to apply? 
     Go to http://www.clarkecounty.gov/government/
department_information/conservation_easement_authority.
html. Then click on “Application, Information and Forms” in 

the Index box on the right. It will take only a few moments to 
complete and doing so will NOT obligate you in any way.  
     Questions? Call Alison Teetor, (540) 955-5134.

ANOTHER Reason to Act Now 
     By putting a property in permanent conservation easement, 
you not only preserve farmland, you also help protect the 
beauty all around us in Clarke County.
     And THIS beauty is more than skin deep. 
     It’s the key to our very survival—affecting the air we 
breathe, the water we drink, the soil we use to grow food.  
     For instance, when rain falls on open space, it seeps though 
the earth, which filters it. By contrast, when rain falls on 
surfaces such as asphalt or rooftops, it picks up pollutants that 
can find their way into our rivers and streams. Researchers 
have found that where more than 10% of the land is covered 
in surfaces such as this, water quality is likely to be impaired.

Bring a Friend for More 
Fun in the Sun…
Fifth Annual 
Donor “Thank You” 
Reception
June 18, 2010

Invitations will mail in late 
May—but circle June 18 

now for the Authority’s Fifth 
Annual Donor “Thank You” 
Reception. Following tradition, 
the event will be held on the Friday 
before the summer solstice—but with 
a slight tweak to the guest list. To introduce more community 
members to the importance of open space preservation, the 
Authority urges you to bring a colleague, neighbor, family member 
or friend—to meet fellow donors, share light refreshments and 
welcome in the new season while savoring the views from one of 
Clarke County’s most beautiful farms. 

HIGHEST PRIORITY! 
The Authority needs to 

have approved   
applications “waiting in 

the wings” so it can request 
matching funds (which 
have strict application 

deadlines) as soon as they 
become available.

  Contest winners 
Bonnie Jacobs, Tim 
Farmer, and Christy 
Dunkle celebrate 
their win on 
opening night of the 
Authority’s Photo 
Exhibit: Celebrating 
Open Space at the 
Fire House Gallery 
in Berryville. 
The Easement 

Authority sponsored the 
contest to call attention to the importance 

of preserving open space in Clarke County. Their photos, plus 
eight additional winners, are for sale at the gallery with a portion 
of the proceeds going to the Authority to support its work.    

Quick Quiz:
Q. How many acres are 

now permanently protected in 
Clarke County?

A. More than 20,100 private 
acres have been conserved 
in Clarke with close to 16% 
of that contributed by the 

Authority since its founding
in late 2002.     



THANK YOU DONORS For Your Generous & Ongoing Support!
Julie Abrera
Robert Adams
Donald & Prudence Anderson
Paz Andrae
Scott & Doris Andres
Wayne & Linda Armbrust
Harry Lee Arnold, Jr.
Audley Farm
Jeff & Karen Babaie
Matthew Baker
Timothy & Barbara Bandyke
Jim Barb
Michael & Raymond Barbehenn
Robert Barnes
Barbara Batterton
Hobart & Shelia Bauhan
Tom & Ann Beard
Harry Benham, III
Vincent & Perla Benitez
Donn & Lorene Besselievre
John Bieschke
Charles & Penni Blake
Eric Blankenship
Doris Bloch
Blue Ridge Hunt
David & Mary Borger
Donald & Joyce Borrmann
Deborah L. Boswell
Barbara A. Boughton
Mary Brisco
Charles Bruce
Clyde Brumback
Charles Buck
Randy Buckley
Tom & Jo Bundy
Edward & Margaret Burks, Jr.
John Burris
Sarah Burton
Judy, Jerry, & Keith Butler
Beverley Byrd
Leontine C. Smith
Donald & Diane Cady
Sara Caldwell
Anne Caldwell
Robert & Sandra Calhoun
J.E. & Teresa Callahan
Bruce Cameron
John & Page Carter
Jane Caspar
Rick & Terri Catlett
Mary Chamberlayne
Robert Chandler, Jr.
Charles & Margaret Chase
Lionel and Ann Chisholm
James Church
Jane Church
Beth Clark & Tom Baughan
Clarke County Equine Alliance/
    Robina R. Bouffault
Patricia Cobb
Jay Cohen
Peter & Elizabeth Cook
William Cook, Jr.
Jeff & Kathleen Crandell
Ursula Coulson
Bonnie J. Darr
David S. & Kelly C. DeLozier
Alan Demmerle
Walter & Claire Devine

Tom Dickinson
James H. Dillon
W. Lawrence Duncan
Robinson & Reagan Duncan
Christy Dunkle
Joan Dunning
A.R. Pete Dunning, Jr.
Jay & Peggy Duvall
Elizabeth P. Edwards
Todd & Stephanie Ellis
Robert G. Elwell
Cary Embury
Frances C. Endicott
Peter & Kathleen Engel
Richard T. Erb
Roxanne Erskine
Donald & Rose Fairman
Farm Bureau
Juliana Fehr
Judd Feltner
Barbara & Andy Ferrari
Norman & Joan Fine
Martin Fleming & Sarah French
Gary Foster
Marguerite Peet Foster
Ned W. Fredrickson
Alan & Cathy Fredrickson
Samuel Freeman
John Friant/Friant Enterprises
Barry & Nancy Fry
Edna & James Garland, Jr.
Boyd Garlock
Jerome & Sharon Garver
William & Barbara Genda
Michael Gerwirz
Charles Gillespie
Hortencia Gilpin
Roxie Gorham
Vernon & M. Leann Grapes
Terry & Jim Green
Greenway Garden Club
Ruth B. Gross
Joe & Susie Guenther
Judith Hahn
Janet Hamer
Peter & Nini Hapworth
Jeff & Celie Harris
Harry Harris & Patsy Aikey
Wallace Hartsook
John & Ann Heard
Joseph & Lucia Henderson
Joanne Herrera
Thomas H. Hill
Michael Hobert
Dirck T. Holscher & Karen Fox
Holy Cross Abbey
Robert & Jennifer Hornbaker
Lesley Houston
C.P. Howells
Jo & Pearce Hunt
James Zack/Hunt Club Farms
Robert P. Irwin
Edward Irwin
Douglas & Diane Jackson
David & Candy Jackson
David & Dorothy Jelinek
Mark & Janet Jenkins
Chuck & Carla Johnston
Matthew Jones, MD & 

    Diane Sheehey
Robert & Charlotte Kern
Gary Kerns
Kelly & Diana Kincannon
Melvin L. Kohn
June & Warren Krupshaw
Lucas Kulczycki
Arnulfo Labasbas
Mary Jane Lee
John & Marjorie Lewis
Eric & Sara Lieser
Marilyn Lister
Virginia B. Lloyd
Joy & Carey Lokey
Gerald W. Lunt
Justin & Meridith Mackay-Smith
Matthew & Wingate Mackay-Smith
Juliet Mackay-Smith
A. & Leigh Mackay-Smith, Jr.
Jane Mandelbaum
Neil Manger
Mark Paulson & Eunice Murray
Melanie Marks
Richard Marzolf
Sean & Emily Mason
Charles & Tamra McAtee
Winslow McCagg
Lester & Catherine McConville
Rebecca White McCoy
P.T. McIntire
Bill & Anne McIntosh
Louise McKay
Stephanie McKay
Branson McKay & Maral Kalbian
Patsy McKelvy
Russell McKelway, MD & 
    Laura Dabinett, MD
Ashley W. McLain
Retta McLarney
William & Leslie McLean
William J. McShea
Howard & Ihrie Means
Michael Miller
Liz Millikin
Giel & Diane Millner
Virginia Page Mitchell
Virginia Watkins Mitchell
Bob & Suzie Moberly
Michael & Gwen Morris 
Harry Morris, III & Loren Dearborn
Tom & Lisa Murphy
Joseph & Tamara Myer
Eric & Martha Myer
Irene Nasar
Joseph & Lois Nolter
David & Deb Norman
Charles K. Nulsen, III
George L. Ohrstrom, II
Jean Patten
Mark Paulson & Eunice Murray
Barbara Payne & Noel Grove
C.W. Payne, Inc.
Mitchell & Susan Peoples
Kate Petranech
Claudia Pierce
Roberta & Iona Pillion
John & Ann Pinto
Bryan & Beth Plater
Harold B. Plummer

Sigrid Pollari
Eileen Powell
John Pratt
Kenneth & Judy Pruitt
Thomas & Jane Radford
Marc & Eileen Read
Joseph S. Reiff
Frank & Tressa Reuling
Althea D. Richards
Rick Wallace & Tim Harvey
Charles & Linda Roberts
George & Christine Roberts
Roseville Veterinary Clinic, P.C.
Christian & Gail Rousseau
James & Mary Ruos
Jesse Russell
Todd & Laurie Saunders
Evelyn Saverine
Jack Schutte
Lee & Terrie Sheaffer
Joseph & Denise Sipe
Nick & Kathy Smart
Lowell Smith
Patsy & Norm Smith
Jeffrey & Jennifer Sharp Smith
Nicholas Snow & Cathleen McCoy
Bob & Janet Soonthornchai
Susan S. Sorensen
John Staelin & Elizabeth Locke
Sid & Sara Stern/Stern Foundation
Eric R. & Kathryn L. Steuer
Harry & Doris Stimpson, III
John Stockman
Andrew & Bess Stuart
Carol Sullivan
Sunglow Industries
Lilburn Talley
Alison Teetor
Phillip S. Thomas
Vern Underwood & Carol Schiebel
Charles Vandervoort
Mary M. Vidaver
Bathroy Vidaver
Bob & Jeanne Wade
Robert M. Walker
W. Bell Watkins
David & Anne Weiss
Jeffrey & Christie Anne Weiss
Karel Wennink
Margaret Wester
Eugene V. White
Mary Catherine Willard
Wendy & Tracy Williams
Sylvia Wilson
Mildred Dunn Wilson
T.L. Woodhouse
WRN Enterprises
Thomas & Lisa Yannucci
Young Soon Yoon
Alan & Sharon Young
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Please join these individuals in helping preserve open space in Clarke County. Complete and mail 
this form together with your check or credit card instructions in an envelope to the address below.   

YES! I want to help preserve open space in Clarke County.  
n Please accept the enclosed donation in the amount checked below made payable to Clarke County 
Conservation Easement Authority.

n Instead, please charge my credit card for the amount checked below. n MasterCard   n VISA

Account Number        Exp. Date

Name as it appears on the account 

Signature 

■ $15  ■ $25  ■ $35  ■ $50  ■ $75  ■ $100  ■ Other $_____

Name

Address

City      State       ZIP
Make check payable to: Clarke County Conservation Easement Authority and mail to the address at left.

Clarke County 
Conservation 
Easement 
Authority 
101 Chalmers Court
Berryville, VA  22611

Your 
Contribution 

is 100% 
Tax 

Deductible!


